FRONTIERS   AND   BOUNDARIES                    8l
Much of what has been said above applies with equal
force to boundaries, inasmuch as they frequently lie within
frontiers, but there remains a fundamental difference which
is inherent in their different characters and functions. Because
it is a line, without significant area, an inter-State boundary
cannot include material resources; it cannot be populated, nor
can it be transitional. It represents an abrupt break between
adjacent countries. It is specifically designed to separate and,
as such, has no analogue in nature where strictly linear
boundaries are noticeably absent. Its purpose is not that of
the geographical frontier, which is to allow the mergence of
one set of physical conditions with another, i.e. the passage
of one physical environment to another, but to mark in no
unmistakable manner the limit of the territory in which the
State exercises its sovereign power with all the trappings which
that exercise carries with it. In other words, a boundary
defines the area within which the State's internal organization
is developed, and along it different State systems of organiza-
tion come into contact. It is therefore a political rather than a
geographical feature, and its separating function depends
largely on the degree of difference or of similarity between
the organizations between which it lies.
"The location of the boundary therefore determines
for millions of people the language and the ideas which
children shall be taught at school, the books and newspapers
which people will be able to buy and read, the kind of
money they shall use, the markets in which they must buy
and sell, and perhaps even the kinds of food they may be
permitted to eat; it determines the national culture with
which they shall be identified, the army in which they may
be compelled to serve a term, the soil which they may be
called upon to defend with their lives whether or not they
would choose to defend it."1
There is nothing intrinsically evil or harmful in boundaries.
As long as the world's population insists on grouping itself
into a number of States, each demanding political independence
but of unequal area, resources and power, and possessing
1 S. W. Boggs, op. cii,, p. 5.